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188 Book Notices. 

shepherds one is impressed by their likeness to the Kirghiz, Mohammedan shep- 
herds of wholly different race and religion, who inhabit the similar plateau of 
Tian Shan, a thousand miles away to the northwest. The dark tents of wool, the 
dried dung used as fuel, the clothing of sheepskins or of long "quilted gowns, the 
diet of sour milk and meat, the lack of cleanliness, and many other traits seem to 
be due in both cases to the physical environment which makes pastoral nomadism 
the only possible form of life. Both races, too, are remarkable for indifference to 
physical hardship, for hospitality and friendliness, and for cheerfulness. The 
Tibetan, one would think, has little cause to be cheerful, for he is oppressed right 
and left by officials; he must buy his tea, cloth, sugar, and other luxuries at ex- 
orbitant prices from official merchants; he is constantly in danger of being raided 
by robbers ; and his priestly lamas demand constant contributions in return for 
warding off demons. It is not strange that Sherring should have found that the 
population of western Tibet is steadily diminishing. E. H. 

Fr. Bartolome de las Casas. Eine historische Skizze von Prof. 
Dr. Otto Waltz. Bonn, Martin Hager, 1905. 

To the already far too numerous panegyrists of Las Casas, Professor Dr. Otto 
Waltz of Bonn, Germany, has felt himself constrained to add his name and a 
so-called historical contribution. Not content, however, with eulogizing the 
Bishop of Chiapas in the usual way, he puts him forward as a champion of 
Columbus, as which he appears indeed in the Hisioria de las Indias. The story 
of the so-called ingratitude displayed towards Columbus has been ventilated, 
chiefly by Cesareo Fernandez Duro, but of such conscientious and convincing 
material the author has no knowledge. His documentary material for the sketch 
before us is quite limited, and of the nature of the Indian, of the real conditions 
of population in the Antilles, he has, of course, no idea. It is natural, therefore, 
for him to worship the unpractical zealot, who, while his intentions were laudable, 
did more harm to the Indian than good. As long as European students fail to 
understand the times of the Columbian period in America and the inevitable out- 
come of contact between its peoples and Europeans, as well as the necessity on 
the part of Spain to resort to experiment in order to deal with the natives, and 
fail to see that such experiments are always fatal to the weaker party — as long 
as they do not apply to the history of colonization the ethnologic standard, they 
will not advance a step beyond the writers of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. 

The. pamphlet of Professor Waltz is not of sufficient importance to warrant 
an exhaustive discussion. He has gathered some well-known material from well- 
known literature, and has applied it in a well-worn manner to a most familiar 
subject. A - F - B - 

Spectacles d'Outre-Mer. Par Jules Leclercq. A. Lemerre, Taris, 1906. 

Mr. Leclercq is a consistent traveller and an ardent lover of nature. What 
he sees he feels, and from the most favourable side. To him any point of view 
is handsome, any scenery pervaded with a poetic glow. Hence poetry, not prose, 
is the form in which he communicates his impressions. It is not poetic geography, 
and hardly may it be called geographic poetry. 

There is a remote connection between the book and geography, however, in 
that each subject is chosen from some locality or site, or relates to some natural 
phenomenon. But this does not make the little volume fit for a review in a 
geographical bulletin. We must limit ourselves to thanking the author for his 
courtesy in transmitting the book to the Society, and to expressing the hope that 
it may be followed by others of like tenor and value. A. F. B. 



